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SELECT BOARD MINUTES 
WELLS TOWN OFFICE  

January 15, 2013 
 

PRESENT: Select board: Don Preuss, Rich Strange and Robert Davis.   
Also: Cherry Hopson, Ellen Malona, Judy Dreher, Dave Emmons, Jim Canders 
and Jim Shubert. 

 
1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Don Preuss at 7:00pm. 

 
2. Minutes were read and approved. 

 
3. Bills were studied and discussed and orders were signed. 

 
4. Jim Canders spoke on behalf of the Lake St. Catherine Association.  The Association is 

requesting a $12,000 appropriation from the Town.  He discussed the work of the 
Association and programs to combat milfoil.  He spoke about harvesting, herbicides and 
weevils.   

 
5. Judy Dreher spoke on behalf of the library.  She said the first priority is getting another six-

hour position at minimum wage at a cost of some $2,000.  This would meet state standards 
and open the possibility of more grants.  The current appropriation is $6000 and Judy would 
like $8600 for next year.  Don said he thought the benefit would be worth raising the budget 
line.  Bob agreed.  Bob made a motion to raise the library budget line to $8685.00.  2nd by 
Rich.  Passed unanimously. 
 *Budgeted the appropriation of $6,000.  $2,685 will be voted. 

 
6. Dave Emmons spoke on behalf of the LSCCF.  The Fund wants to apply for grant money to 

use weevils to combat milfoil in the Little Lake.  He presented information on the proposal 
and he wondered if the board would approve such a program.  Don suggested that the Fund 
communicate with Poultney on their plans.  Board had no problem with the proposal.  No one 
knew for sure if grants could be approved for both the Association and the fund. 

 
7. Jim Shubert spoke about the heating system at the town garage, which he said needs to be 

replaced, but he added that a few improvements could make it last a few more years.  He said 
insulation also would be necessary.  Don said he believed the current furnace was previously 
used before it was installed.  Jim said the issue of the structure also needs to be addressed.  
Don suggested doing duct work soon to get through the winter and to make other decisions 
later.  He asked Jim to come up with a design for the work. 

 
8. Board received further Act 250 information on Don’s driveway permit. 

 
9. VLCT sent a grant application for PACIF equipment. 

 
10. Letters were sent to Harry Atwell and Mr. Mordarski about turnarounds. 
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11. Board sent a letter to Donald Campbell supporting the conservation of the Preuss land. 
 

12. Wells has 836 voters.  9 votes are needed for a write-in candidate to be elected. 
 

13. Town received its yearly certification of mileage bur there is an issue about TH 16, which 
may not be a class 3 road. 

 
14. VT Department of Public Safety sent a notice on storage and use of hazardous materials. 

 
15. Thomas Bradder has an extension of his permit for development on North Street. 

 
16. Board received information of some changes in street names and house numbers. 

 
17. The requests for appropriations appear to have all been received.  They add up to $75,553 at 

this time assuming no new requests come in. 
 

18. Don has decided to sell to the Town a 50-foot wide strip of driveway by the town office from 
the road to the fence.  The cost will be the minimal cost for the change of ownership.  Rich 
made a motion to purchase the driveway for the transaction fees.  2nd by Bob.  Motion passed 
2-0 with Don abstaining. 

 
19. Board discussed the budget for FY 2013-2014, which is almost ready to be finalized. 

 
20. Dave Ricard requested more Sure Pac. 

 
21. Town eyewash stations are needed for the transfer station and the town garage. 

 
22. The wind damage to the dock on the Delaney property was major. 

 
23. Bob made a motion to adjourn at 8:53pm.  2nd by Rich.  Passed unanimously. 
 
________________________________________________ 
Don Preuss 
 
________________________________________________ 
Richard Strange 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Robert Davis 
 
 
 
 


