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SELECT BOARD MINUTES 
WELLS TOWN OFFICE  

February 12, 2013 
 

PRESENT: Select board: Don Preuss and Rich Strange. 
Also: Cherry Hopson, Ellen Malona, Todd Fenton, John Thrasher, Enoch Pratt, 
Lisa Wade, Jim Schubert, Rico Balzano and Leo Balzano. 

 
1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Don Preuss at 7:00pm. 

 
2. Minutes were read and approved. 

 
3. Bills were studied and discussed and orders were signed. 

 
4. Todd Fenton gave a report from the Fire Warden.  There were no brush fires in Wells during 

the past year.  50-50 grants for year are available and he would like to get a grant for shirts 
and helmets.  Board agreed to release a check for $100.00 from budget line 100-4590-20.00 
for the town part of the grant. 

 
5. Todd also spoke on behalf of Emergency Management.  Training for Disasterland, a 

computer program, will be held soon.  ICS Training is also available.  On June 24, there will 
be an EOC planning workshop at the Town Office. 

 
6. Board signed a Certificate of Appointment to allow Rich to sign on behalf of the town the 

papers on the Ciamillo boundary. 
 

7. Board received a Notice of Intent to discharge water from Evergreen Quarry.   
 

8. Board received a quarterly disposal report from Rutland County Solid Waste. 
 

9. Insurance will not pay for wind damage to the dock on the Delaney land. 
 

10. Board received a copy of an access permit for a driveway on the property of the town office. 
 

11. John Thrasher presented papers on the change of ownership of the driveway by the town 
office. 

 
12. Board signed papers adopting state standards for roads and bridges. 

 
13. John Thrasher spoke about a health issue on William Hayes’ property.  Mr. Hayes has not 

been served with papers because he has not been located but his brother may address the 
issues.  John Thrasher said a hearing could be held if there is no response to orders from the 
town.  Don said the Hayeses may choose to sell the property, and he outlined some of the 
issues with the property and tenants. 

 



 2 

14. Rico Balzano discussed the logging on his property.  His logger does not want a landing oat 
the location that was previously discussed.  Rico brought maps of the properties and said he 
will talk about them at the next Delaney Committee meeting. 

 
15. Don made a motion to go into executive session with John Thrasher at 7:30pm to discuss a 

personnel matter.  2nd by Rich.  Passed unanimously. 
 

16. Board came out of executive session at 7:45pm and regular session resumed. 
 

17. Jim Schubert discussed the heating situation at the town garage.  He said the system needs to 
be replaced.  He recommended a hydronic system rather than hot air.  He said radiant heat 
would also be good.  It would involve raising the floor, but long-term he thought it might be 
the best choice.  Don said the floor might cost some $12,000 or $13,000.  Jim said the project 
might run some $20,000 all together, while the hydronic one would be some $15,000.  Don 
said when a decision was made, the project would be put out to bid.  Rich expressed concern 
about spending a lot of money to heat a building that may need to be replaced.  He suggested 
trying insulation first.  Board also discussed replacing the hot air blower.  Jim recommended 
using propane for fuel.  He said a propane boiler might cost some $5000. 

 
18. Don has researched excavators.  The road crew will try out a caterpillar. 

 
19. The rubber-tired backhoe probably needs new parts.  It is running but probably will not last 

indefinitely. 
 

20. The Town Reports have come from the printer and should be in the mail soon. 
 

21. Rich made a motion to approve the ballots for Town Meeting.  2nd by Don.  Passed 
unanimously. 

 
22. Don said Susan Warren asked him about zoning and runoff into the lake.  Don told her 

zoning was rejected and she wanted a shoreline development ordinance.  Don asked her to 
research towns with such ordinances.  Rich wondered about enforcement.   

 
23. Rich made a motion to adjourn at 8:35pm.  2nd by Don. Passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Don Preuss 
 
________________________________________________ 
Richard Strange 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Robert Davis 
 


