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SELECT BOARD MINUTES 
WELLS TOWN OFFICE  

March 26, 2013 
 

PRESENT: Select Board: Rich Strange, Bob Davis and Enoch Pratt. 
Also: Cherry Hopson, Ellen Malona, Paul Woodruff Sr., Tim Makepeace, Nora 
Sargent & Michelle Bates. 

 
1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Rich Strange at 7:03pm. 

 
2. Minutes were read and approved. 

 
3. Bills were studied and discussed and orders were signed. 

 
4. Lines will be painted on the roads sometime this year after the paving is done. 

 
5. Information on hydrant grants will be given to Todd Fenton.   

 
6. Requests for overweight permits were received from United Natural Foods, Inc., Marlin 

Environmental d/b/a Hartigan Company, and Cardinal Management Corp.  Board approved 
and signed all the permits.   

 
7. Board has researched the issue of an excavator.  Rich discussed leasing with an option to 

buy, which he believes is the best option.  Bob and Enoch agreed that it would make sense to 
do that.  The lease would be for seven years and the machine is a Catepillar 307D.  Paul 
Woodruff Sr. preferred to hire someone to do the work with an excavator rather than leasing 
or buying.  Board said they would have the machine all the time instead of for only three 
weeks at a comparable cost.  Impact on insurance will be researched.  A final decision will be 
reached at a future meeting.  The excavator and trailer will both be new.  Rich said there 
would be no impact on the budget. 

 
8. An application has been submitted for a permit to do hydroraking on the Delaney Property. 

 
9. The Highway Department needs teeth for the grader.  The cost would be approximately 

$1,750.00.  Bob made a motion to buy the teeth.  2nd by Enoch.  Passed unanimously. 
 

10. The Highway Department also needs culverts.  Enoch made a motion to buy culverts with the 
$1,256.30 that is left in that line of the budget.  2nd by Bob.  Passed unanimously.   

 
11. Transfer station stickers need to be ordered.  Enoch made a motion to order them.  2nd by 

Bob.  Passed unanimously.   
 

12. The transfer station will be closed on Easter Sunday. 
 

13. Board discussed town mowing on town properties.  The mowing could be combined and put 
out to bid, instead of having different people mow different properties, or the individual 
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properties could be put out to bid separately.  Rich said this is nothing against any of the 
people who currently mow.  It is just a possibly way to save money. 

 
14. The trim on the Town Office building needs painting.  Tim Makepeace said some of the 

wood needs to be replaced.  Bids will be sought for the job.  Tim said he will evaluate what 
needs to be done. 

 
15. The Select Board institute will hold a workshop in Rutland on April 13.  Rich and Enoch 

would like to attend.  The cost is $60.00 per person. 
 

16. Rich talked to a member of the West family about the proposed bench on the library lawn.  
Ms. Bernhardt was willing to consider a bench or table on the Delaney property. 

 
17. The Stone Valley Byway wants to put an interpretive panel on Route 30 somewhere in Wells.  

The matter was tabled until a future meeting. 
 

18. Stephanie Andrew Smith has agreed to serve as town health officer.  A deputy health officer 
is also needed.  Rich made a motion to appoint Stephanie as health officer for the next year.  
2nd by Enoch.  Passed unanimously. 

 
19. Rich said the Planning Commission grant for updating the town plan will expire on May 15. 

 
20. A representative to the Rutland Regional Planning Commission needs to be appointed.  

Rebecca Dittmeier will be asked if she wishes to continue the position. 
 

21. Enoch made a motion to adjourn at 8:26pm.  2nd by Rich.  Passed unanimously. 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Richard Strange 
 
________________________________________________ 
Robert Davis 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Enoch Pratt 
 


