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SELECT BOARD MINUTES 
WELLS TOWN OFFICE  

July 16, 2013 
 

PRESENT: Select Board: Rich Strange and Enoch Pratt. 
Also: Cherry Hopson, Ellen Malona, Sharon Undal, Tim Makepeace, Phyllis 
Reed, Paul Hancock, Vladimir Svirsky, Karen Svirsky, Ron Dreher, Don Reed, 
Judy Dreher, James Lamb and Cyd Groff. 

 
1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Rich Strange at 7:02pm. 

 
2. Minutes were read and approved. 

 
3. Bills were studied and discussed and orders were signed.  There was a question about one of 

the bills because it may have already been paid. 
 

4. Board researched the issue of presentations at the Town Office and saw no reason not to do 
it.  Therefore, they gave approval which could be rescinded if any problems or objections 
should arise.  The Svirsky’s and Paul Hancock will draw up a plan for the program and will 
research the issue of a screen. 

 
5. Ron Dreher presented information on a complete reappraisal of all properties, which he 

believes should be done soon.  He suggested holding a special meeting to discuss a 
reappraisal.  He said it would probably be 18 months before it could get underway.  He also 
discussed the possibility of a statistical reappraisal of land. 

 
6. Cyd Groff from Poultney Mettowee Natural Resource Conservation District gave a 

presentation.  She discussed grants and projects that are in progress.  One grant deals with 
shoreline species and another involves a survey for lakeside property owners regarding their 
septic systems.  Cyd Groff presented a slide program on preventing the kind of damage 
caused by Hurricane Irene.  She discussed the concept of Fluvial Geomorphology, which is 
the interaction of water and the landscape that it works through.  She said further studies will 
be done.  Ron Dreher spoke about a local culvert study which found that the biggest offender 
was the Department of Transportation.  He said salt also caused lots of problems.  Sharon 
Undal said there was erosion on her property which might have affected trees on the banks of 
the Wells Brook but FEMA did not think they were compromised.  Enoch said the damage to 
rivers and banks caused by Irene will last for many years. 

 
7. Judy Dreher asked the town to pay the library’s electric bill.  Rich said that it was not 

budgeted and therefore the town cannot pay it.  Judy said new rugs were donated to the 
library and help is needed to remove the old rug.  Tim Makepeace volunteered to do it.  
Weeds have been removed beside the library and plants are needed for that location.  Rich 
said he would like to meet with the trustees to discuss the financial status of the library. 

 
8. Board said they were satisfied with the upkeep of the cemetery, but there were some 

complaints.  They will continue to monitor the situation. 
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9. Board approved purchase orders for tires, VLCT publications, culverts, signs and a transit. 

 
10. Douglas Summerton on Butts Hill North sent a letter regarding a problem property near his 

and vandalism issues.  Board will look into the matter. 
 

11. A letter will be sent to Elizabeth Bernhardt telling her that a bench may not be put on the 
library lawn. 

 
12. The Vanderminden court case is being remanded back to the State Appraiser.  The Mecchella 

court case has been settled.  The court sided with the Mecchella’s. 
 

13. Enoch made a motion to adjourn at 8:32pm.  2nd by Rich.  Passed unanimously. 
 

 
 
________________________________________________ 
Richard Strange 
 
________________________________________________ 
Robert Davis 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Enoch Pratt 
 


