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SELECT BOARD MINUTES 
WELLS TOWN OFFICE  

July 30, 2013 
 

PRESENT: Select Board: Rich Strange, Bob Davis and Enoch Pratt. 
Also: Cherry Hopson, Ellen Malona, Phyllis Reed, Felix Reed, Dave Ricard, Don 
Reed, Ron Dreher and Ken Littlewood. 

 
1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Rich Strange at 7:00pm. 

 
2. Minutes were read and approved as amended. 

 
3. Bills were studied and discussed and orders were signed.  

 
4. Dave Ricard requested a roll of geotextile to line culverts.  Board approved.  The excavator is 

in use.  The signs came and the tires should come soon.  Winter sand will need to be ordered 
soon.  Ditching has been done on Lamb Hill. 

 
5. Board received a complaint that detour signs were not put up when roads were temporarily 

closed for culvert work.  Dave said this was not required and Rich said the closing would 
only be for some fifteen minutes.  He added that he will look into the matter and see if signs 
would be appropriate. 

 
6. VTel sent a letter regarding burying lines at multiple locations in Wells.  Ron Dreher said the 

company had increased the grand list by a substantial amount.  Dave Ricard said buried lines 
should be at least four feet deep and some were less than a foot.  Rich said he had no problem 
with buried lines if they are done properly.  Enoch suggested writing a letter to spell out the 
conditions.  Rich agreed.  Board tentatively approved buried lines if the town’s stipulations 
are met. 

 
7. The painting of the Town Office trim is almost finished. 

 
8. The listers came to the meeting to discuss a reappraisal.  Ron Dreher said he supports one as 

soon as possible because of deficiencies in equity and the time since the last reappraisal in 
2005.  He added that it might take time to get reappraisers’ bids in .  He said the money for 
the reappraisal is already in place.  Ken Littlewood said he generally likes to wait for the 
state to order a reappraisal.  At this time there is no penalty for any deviation.  Ken said the 
recent court cases involved properties on Town lines, which created other problems.  He said 
he is not convinced that reappraisal will solve all the problems regarding grievances, appeals, 
and court cases.  He added that the downturn in property values was not anticipated.  Don 
Reed said he was in the middle between the two points of view and he presented arguments 
for and against a reappraisal.  There was extensive discussion of the issue.  Board decided to 
make the decision at the next meeting.  Enoch thanked the listers for their time and effort and 
Rich and Phyllis Reed agreed. 
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9. Bids will be sought for winter sand.  Stanley Martelle Jr. and Charles Holcomb will be 
contacted. 

 
10. Bob made a motion to adjourn at 8:20pm.  2nd by Enoch.  Passed unanimously. 

 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Richard Strange 
 
________________________________________________ 
Robert Davis 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Enoch Pratt 
 


