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SELECT BOARD MINUTES 
WELLS TOWN OFFICE  

August 13, 2013 
 

PRESENT: Select Board: Rich Strange, Bob Davis, and Enoch Pratt. 
Also: Cherry Hopson, Ellen Malona, Phyllis Reed, Tim Makepeace, Gary 
Stomski, John Thrasher, Dave Emmons, Charles Holcomb, Stanley Martelle Jr., 
and Todd Fenton. 
 

1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Rich Strange at 7:00 pm. 
 

2. Minutes were read and approved. 
 

3. Bills were studied and discussed and orders will be signed tomorrow because the warrant was 
not available tonight. 

 
4. Ellen Malona offered to plant two small Liberty Elms on the west side of the town office. 

Board approved. 
 

5. John Thrasher said the Vanderminden tax appeal was remanded back to the hearing officer. 
Most of the property and all of the structures are in Poultney. .08 acres are in Wells and the 
family does not believe it is worth the assessment of approximately $130,000. Mr. Thrasher 
suggested that the Wells and Poultney boards might meet to discuss differing ways of 
appraising such properties. Board decided to try to reach a settlement because if there is a 
reappraisal, the value will change anyway. Mr. Thrasher said it would be necessary to 
determine the total value of the property and then to find a way to divide that value between 
Poultney and Wells. A hearing will be held on August 29 and the necessary information must 
be gathered by that time. Efforts will be made to reach an agreement, but if this doesn’t 
happen, an appraiser will have to be hired. 

 
6. Dave Emmons sent a letter regarding the dangers of hunting and shooting along the lakeshore 

on the Delaney property. He would like an ordinance forbidding hunting at the Lakeside 
Park. Gary Stomski did not believe there was a significant danger. Tim Makepeace said he 
supported hunting there. Rich said the Delaney Committee didn’t want to establish a lot of 
rules which might not turn out to be necessary, but the committee would watch the situation. 

 
7.  Todd Fenton requested a parade permit for the MWA parade on route 30 at 4:00 P.M. on 

Saturday, August 17. Board approved and signed the permit. 
 

8. Board received sand bids from Charles Holcomb and Stanley Martelle Jr. Stanley bid $9.00 
per yard delivered and Charles bid $8.50 per yard delivered or $5.50 if the town trucks 
picked it up. Rich said the crew preferred Stanley’s sand. Charles said he was in a 
particularly good vein at this time. Enoch suggested that Dave Ricard be asked to look at 
sand from both pits and see what he thought about them. Rich said 2,000 yards would be 
needed and the town would want the sand delivered. Board decided to table the issue until 
the next meeting and to evaluate the product and get opinions from the road crew. Rich said 
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if they should decide to buy some sand from each of the bidders, they would buy at the price 
of the individual bids. 

 
9. Gladys Frustaci sent a note asking that potholes and washouts on the Lamb Hill Road be 

repaired. This issue will be addressed. 
 

10. Ken Littlewood sent a letter of resignation from the board of listers, effective immediately, 
because he does not have the time to devote to a reappraisal. Board decided not to replace 
him at this time. 

 
11. The Ciamillos sent a letter expressing concerns about uses of the Delaney Woods. They have 

objections to traffic, shooting, hiking, hunting, and parking in some areas. They also would 
like improvements to the Delaney Crossroad. They consider the town property to be an 
attractive nuisance. Rich said the town wants a good working relationship with the Ciamillos, 
and the board will talk to them. 

 
12. The Republican Town Caucus will be on September 19. The location is not known at this 

time. 
 

13. The Red Cross is offering workshops on emergency shelters. 
 

14. Board discussed a reappraisal. Enoch said he favors doing it. Rich said there is inequality 
between lake properties and village properties which affects the C O D. He said he has 
opposed reappraising, but now it appears to be the only fair thing to do. Enoch made a 
motion to start the procedure to have a reappraisal. 2nd by Rich. Passed 2 – 0 as Bob 
abstained. 

 
15. Charles Holcomb said the center line on the East Wells Road needs repainting and some 

trucks are not keeping in the right lane. Rich said the repainting is supposed to be done this 
summer. 

 
16. Tim Makepeace again asked about drainage issues on Western Shores Road. He is concerned 

about septic issues involving the town right-of-way. Board will look at the location, probably 
on Monday, August 19. 

 
17. Bob made a motion to adjourn at 9:05 P.M. 2nd by Enoch. Passed unanimously. 

 
 
________________________________________________ 
Richard Strange 
 
________________________________________________ 
Robert Davis 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Enoch Pratt 


