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SELECT BOARD MINUTES 
WELLS TOWN OFFICE  

September 25th, 2012 
 

PRESENT: Select board: Don Preuss, Rich Strange and Robert Davis.   
Also, Cherry Hopson, Ellen Malona, Felix Reed, Joe Phillips, Paul 
Woodruff Sr., Phyllis Reed, Gary Stomski, Jim Shubert, John Thrasher, 
Bill Rozinsky, Ron Dreher, Charles Holcomb, Sharon Brown, Richard 
Pauquette and Stanley Martelle Jr. 

 
1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Don Preuss at 7:00pm. 

 
2. Minutes were read and approved as amended. 

 
3. Bills were studied and discussed and orders were signed.   

 
4. Ron Dreher said a reappraisal will probably be mandated in the spring.  The COD is 

24.74 and the CLA is 100.71.  The reappraisal would probably start around July of 
2014. 

 
5. Select board members from Danby, Middletown Springs and Castleton have sought 

information from Wells on the building of the Town Office. 
 

6. Lisa Chalidze, an attorney representing Richard Pauquette, sent a letter expressing 
concern about issues regarding the South Street Bridge and her client’s property 
rights.  He is concerned about water damage, tree cutting workers on his property and 
other issues.  The letter says the Town will be held accountable for any damages.  
Don said people have been on the property but he is not aware of any damages.  
Sharon Brown said adjacent property owners should have been notified about the 
details of the project.  Don said they were notified. 

 
7. There will be a school on winter maintenance in October.  Board would like to send 

Doug Haskins. 
 

8. Sand bids were received from Charles Holcomb and Stanley Martelle Jr. for 1500 
yards.  The bids were both for $9.00 delivered.   Rich made a motion to buy half of 
the sand from Charles and half from Stanley.  2nd by Bob.  Passed unanimously.  The 
sand will be delivered during working hours. 

 
9. The Better Backroads work on Western Shores is going well.  Don would like to 

extend the swale further west and to grade and seed the south side. 
 

10. Don is trying to get in touch with DJ Boone about the Hilltop Road and work that 
must be done. 
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11. Board has a quote to crack-seal and seal the Town Office parking lot.  The quote is 
$1,000.00.  Board decided to do it.  Motion by Bob.  2nd by Rich.  Passed 
unanimously. 

 
12. The owner of the chipper has been found and the price is $2,400.00.  Rich made a 

motion to buy it with money from selling scrap metal when the garage area was 
cleaned.  2nd by Don.  Passed unanimously.   

 
13. Richard Paquette discussed his concerns about the South Street Bridge project.  He 

spoke about the wingwall and Don said the capacity has not changed.  Don said the 
space behind the wingwall will be filled.  He asked Richard Pauquette’s written 
permission to put in a stone lined swale ditch.  Mr. Pauquette was also concerned 
about damage to the roots of his trees.  John Thrasher will compose the written 
permission for Mr. Pauquette to sign. 

 
14. Board received a report of a dog bite.  Jacob Montbriand was bitten by a dog owned 

by Robert Cann on Route 30.  Gary Stomski said the attack was vicious.  The dog is 
being quarantined at the town pound and Gary is concerned about future problems 
with him.  There will be an impound fee, probably $100.00.  Gary wondered if the 
owners would be able to control the dog after he is released.  John Thrasher suggested 
that Gary get written statements regarding the attack. 

 
15. Don said Nora is recovering from successful surgery and has been in the office 

briefly.  Felix Reed said she is unable to lift at this time and a lot of the office work 
involves lifting. 

 
16. Joe Phillips said there are trees blocking visibility by the bridge over the channel on 

the West Lake Road.  Don will look at them. 
 

17. Bob made a motion to adjourn at 8:07pm.  2nd by Don.  Passed unanimously. 
 
 

 
 


