
Minutes of Delaney Planning Committee Meeting December 8, 2014 
        
 
Present at Meeting: Tim Makepeace; Cathy Walker, Felix Reed, Stew 
Dittmeier, Rich Holcomb, Doug Haskins; Ellen Malona, Kevin Moffitt, 
Steve Handfield 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM 
 
The Chair recognized the passing of Rich Strange who was very 
instrumental in the acquisition of the Delaney property for the Town of 
Wells and was passionate about this important resource and continued 
to be an active contributor to the committee and its plans. 
 
Minutes of November 17th meeting were read and approved with a 
correction / clarification by Tim Makepeace that the reconstruction of 
the Delaney Crossroad would be for access to the trail system and not 
for motorized vehicles.  
Felix Reed objected to approval of the minutes because the change in 
the date of the last meeting was not communicated adequately. 
 
Doug Haskins 
The committee welcomed Doug as a new member. 
 
Port-o-potty 
Tim updated everyone on the damage done to the port – o- potty by 
someone who shot through it about 15 times. Doran’s stated that the 
repairs would be about $273 and will bill the town. 
 
 
Delaney Forest Trails.   
Steve Handfield, a forester from Poultney was invited to make a 
presentation on what services he could offer for managing the Delaney 
Woods resource. He reviewed the details he had presented a couple of 
years ago, (copy attached for the minutes). 
As part of the project he would assess the types, location and quantity of 
timber, with a eye toward developing primary trails that would provide 
an educational experience.  This could include some dead-end trails to 



unique spots, place placards to describe the area. Also evaluate if there 
is value to the timber that could be harvested to cover the costs. 
For $1,600 to $1,800 (based on the acreage) we would receive a written 
plan and map and timber assessment. 
Steve said that he is normally involved to oversee the timber sale.  
 
It was felt that we should invite Chris Stone, the county forester and 
Steve to the next meeting to answer any additional questions before 
deciding. 
 
Cathy Walker will contact Pamela Burlingame to make sure there are no 
concerns by the Land Trust.  
 
Finances 
Stew Dittmeier reviewed the current finances and that there was a town 
budget meeting scheduled for Wednesday at 9:00 
Currently there is $8,594.35 in our account, with an additional $10,000 
that will be posted in May.  
The status of the Eagle Project finances were reviewed (copy attached 
for minutes). 
Felix asked about the cost and quantity of a few of the items purchased 
for the town picnic. Also it was discussed briefly that we may have a 
bigger crowd if we hold the event next year at the same time as the 
Strawberry Festival at Balzano’s. 
 
For preparation of our request for the 2015 budget there was 
discussion about a number of items and cost. Eventually a motion was 
made to ask for $2,000 to cover the cost of the port-o-potty, mowing 
and other incidentals. The motion was carried with one abstention by 
Felix Reed. 
 
It was decided that Stew Dittmeier would present the request at the 
budget meeting along with an outline of pending activities. 
 
Picnic Tables at the Lakeside Park 
Felix stated that the garage where we stored them last year is not 
available. It was decided that we would leave them in place for the 
fishermen and skaters to use. We should plan on weatherproofing them 
in the spring. 



New Business 
Ellen Malona said that Rich was very interested in the Delaney property 
and having it as a resource for the town was very important to him. A 
number of people had asked her about a contribution in Rich’s name to 
something he supported. She has decided that contributions for Rich 
should be given to the Delaney Property project.  
We will ask Nora to keep track of the donations. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15PM 
 
 
Recorded by  
Stewart Dittmeier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steel Shed and mower.  
We still have a shed and a walk behind mower, currently at the 
cemetery.  We believe that there is no need to move the building or 
contents this fall. We will confirm with Charlie Holcomb. 
If the mower were made serviceable perhaps it could be sold or used to 
barter with a prospective mowing bid winner. 
 
Gates at the entrance ramp to the lake and to the field. 
This proposal was discussed at length. The feeling is that the gates do 
not fit the look or theme of the park. Dave Ricard has said that at any 
time if we need one of the rocks moved, such as for access by ice 
fisherman, it would be easy for the town highway department to move 
them. 
With regard to the Fire department use for water it was pointed out that 
dry hydrants are in place at the dam and at the marina. 
A motion was made and carried unanimously not to put the gates at the 
Lakeside Park. 
 



The fire department will be contacted about when they will burn the 
brush pile. 
 
Doug Haskins came to the meeting and volunteered to join the 
committee. He was welcomed and h is name would be submitted to the 
Select-board at the next meeting. 
 
No other new business the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM 
 
Minutes recorded by Stew Dittmeier 


